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DNR offering ‘Wildlife Through Forestry’ forums in western U.P.
Earlier this year, the Michigan Department of Natural Resources launched a project designed to demonstrate 
to private landowners that they can accomplish their wildlife habitat enhancement goals and objectives by 
careful implementation of a well-written resource management plan.

As part of this effort, using funding from a Natural Resources Conservation grant, the DNR will offer three 
“Wildlife Through Forestry” forums in the western Upper Peninsula of Michigan over the next three months.

“This fascinating series of presentations and panel discussions will provide great opportunities for the public 
to talk with resource professionals, and learn about important wildlife research on major factors affecting 
white-tailed deer survival, including predators, and black bear behavior and habitat needs,” said DNR 
forester Gary Willis. “Over the course of these forums, there will also be information presented on 
management of forest and wildlife resources, including funding, development and implementation of 
resource management plans for private landowners.”

The Wildlife Through Forestry forums:

• The first forum will be from 6 to 8 p.m. EST March 8 at the Ewen-Trout Creek School, which is 
located just west of Ewen along Highway M-28 in Ontonagon County. This event is being 
sponsored by the Ontonagon Valley Sportsmen’s Club and will feature a presentation on the long-
term U.P. Predator-Prey study that is currently ongoing in Ontonagon and Houghton Counties. This 
study is a collaborative effort between the DNR, Mississippi State University (MSU) and Safari Club 
International. The project aims to provide a better understanding of the major factors affecting white-
tailed deer survival. Factors potentially affecting deer include habitat conditions, winter weather and 
predation. Understanding the role and interaction of these factors will aid management of the deer 
herd. Two members of the research team, Nick Fowler and Todd Kautz, both doctoral candidates at 
MSU, will describe the study and review some of the preliminary findings. There will be a panel of 
resource professionals available to answer questionsfollowing the presentation. For additional 
information on the Predator-Prey research project, the project’s webpage at: http://fwrc.msstate.edu/
carnivore/predatorprey/.

• The second forum will be at 7 p.m. EDT April 18 in 135 Fisher Hall, on the campus of Michigan 
Technological University in Houghton (Houghton County). This forum will take an in-depth look 
at black bear biology and habitat needs and provide information regarding resource management 
plans for habitat enhancement. The featured speaker for this presentation will be biologist Lynn 
Rogers, PhD, founder of the North American Bear Center in Ely, Minnesota. Dr. Rogers pioneered 
the research technique of “walking with bear,” which has revealed their never-before-seen-life. 
Understanding a species of wildlife’s basic needs is the starting point for prescribing management 
practices that enhance habitat. Resource professionals will make themselves available to meet with 
the public one hour prior to the meeting (6 to 7 p.m. EDT) to discuss management of forest and 
wildlife resources. 

• A third forum will be from 7 to 9 p.m. EDT May 8 at the Ottawa Sportsmen’s Club conference 
room/banquette hall located on M-38 approximately 7 miles west of Baraga in Baraga County. 
The Ottawa Sportsmen’s Club is sponsoring this Forum. The speakers will again be researchers 
from the Predator/Prey study group.

• Presentations will be made by DNR, U.S. Forest Service and the local conservation district at the 
March 8 and May 8 forums on development of resource management plans, and available financial 
assistance for their preparation and implementation.

The DNR “Wildlife Through Forestry” steering committee planned specific goals in holding these forums for 
the western U.P.

http://fwrc.msstate.edu/carnivore/predatorprey/
http://fwrc.msstate.edu/carnivore/predatorprey/
http://fwrc.msstate.edu/carnivore/predatorprey/
http://fwrc.msstate.edu/carnivore/predatorprey/
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“We want to get folks fired up about sound resource management so that they establish a family legacy with 
their forest ownership,” Willis said. “We want to show folks the importance of working closely with a resource 
professional to accomplish their goals and objectives for ownership. We also want folks to have a good time 
getting together to discuss topics of interest to us all.”

Background

“In 2016, we invited private landowners in the western Upper Peninsula to join the Deer Winter Complex 
habitat improvement partnership,” Willis said. “Through an inter-agency effort that included the DNR, U.S. 
Forest Service, area conservation districts and the Natural Resource Conservation Service, private 
landowners were made aware of available funding sources for resource management plans that could 
prescribe practices for improving deer wintering habitat on their land.”

A mailing included an invitation to one of four meetings held in various locations in the west U.P., where 
resource professionals described white-tailed deer biology and management, along with resource 
management plan preparation. All four of these meetings were well-attended by landowners interested in 
learning more about these topics.

This year, the DNR is continuing this interagency outreach effort by establishing the foundation for an 
ongoing Wildlife Through Forestry forum in the west U.P. Each of these special meetings will feature a 
different species of wildlife, starting with black bear.

Prior to the April 18 session in Houghton, informational letters will be mailed to many west U.P. private 
landowners to invite them to the forum, while at the same time, illustrate the value of a well-written, carefully-
implemented resource management plan.

A resource professional can evaluate your ownership and prescribe management practices that can 
maximize the benefit to specific species of wildlife.

Assistance and more information

• More than 150 professional foresters and 20 wildlife biologists develop Forest Stewardship Plans for 
forest landowners in Michigan. For information about Forest Stewardship Plans or the Commercial 
Forest Program, contact Gary Willis, DNR Service Forester, 427 US 41 North, Baraga, Michigan, 
49908; 906-353-6651, extension 122 or willisg2@michigan.gov.

• The Iron-Baraga Conservation District has a forester on staff available for a free site visit to your 
property. Roger Jaworski can discuss your wildlife habitat and forestry goals and help you decide if 
there is financial assistance programs that can provide cost sharing for resource management plan 
preparation and implementation. You may contact Roger at 906-875-3765 or 
fap.iron.baraga@macd.org. 

(Photos page 4)

mailto:willisg2@michigan.gov
mailto:willisg2@michigan.gov
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Lynn Rogers, founder of the North American 
Bear Center in Ely, Minnesota, will discuss 
bear behavior and habitat needs at a forum 
April 18 in Houghton. (photo courtesy of Lynn 
Rogers)

Wildlife personnel work to draw a blood sample from a 
coyote as part of the ongoing Upper Peninsula predator-
prey study. (photo courtesy of Mississippi State 
University)

*********************************************************************************************

Upper Wisconsin 

River Legacy 
Forest PIF 

Presentation
 
On January 18, 2017 Rod Sharka, Ron 

Eckstein, and Joe Hovel presented an informative program on the 
Upper Wisconsin River Legacy Forest at the Land O Lakes library.  PIF 
has this presentation on PowerPoint, and we are happy to share a CD 
with anyone who is interested in the specifics of the forest’s wildlife 
habitat, timber and non timber plant habitat or the story leading to this 
PIF conservation success.  Plan your spring hike on this forest.  Activity 
there is to include 35,000 trees planted this spring.  A central part of the 
management is to maintain young forest stands to benefit bird species, 
including our resident spruce grouse population.

BITS AND PIECES

Photo by Rod Sharka
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 Climate Change Impacts

Climate Change is affecting most life on Earth, say leading international scientists in a 
study published in the publication Science.  The scientific team including researchers from 
ARC Center of Excellence for Coral Reef Studies, and as far as the University of 
Queensland in Australia identified key ecological processes necessary to support healthy 
terrestrial, marine and fresh water ecosystems.  The study found that 82% of these 
processes, affecting genes to entire ecosystems, have already been impacted by global 
climate change.  The effects of these changes increasingly impact the health and well being 
of human societies, concluded the study.
Acres USA

Have you checked out  PIF’s website?  www.partnersinforestry.com 

The website is for members to expose your business, service or tree farm, share thoughts, ideas, 
articles, photos, and links.

This is your COOP, we need your input as much or more than your dues.

On the PIF website Please see the 
story of how:

Climate change prompts Alaska fish to change breeding behavior, by Rachel 
Hovel, released by the University of Washington, Office of News and Information, 
January 18, 2017.  Rachel, as a young teen, was instrumental in the success of PIF 
in the early days of the organization.  She was recently recognized by the 
University of Washington and the greater scientific community when her article, 
Climate Change prompts Alaska fish to change breeding behavior was published.

The article concerns one of Alaska’s most abundant freshwater fish species, the 
three-spine stickleback, which is altering its breeding patterns in response to 
climate change.  This could impact the ecology
of northern lakes, which already acutely feel the effects of a changing climate.  See 
www.partnersinforestry.com to read Rachel's entire article which was published 
in national science journals.

http://www.partnersinforestry.com/
http://www.partnersinforestry.com/
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Environmental Values from Eco-update
 Conservatives’ attitudes toward environmental issues including climate change 
often shift when the issues are reframed in terms more closely aligned with their 
values, a study from Oregon State University indicates.  Researchers found that 
people who identified themselves as conservative were more likely to support 
‘pro-environment’ ideals when the issues were framed as matters of obeying 
authority, defending the purity of nature and demonstrating patriotism.  The 
study underscores the ways in which discussions of important topics are 
informed by a person’s moral and ideological perspective, according to lead 
author Christopher Wolsko, a professor of psychology at OSU.  He said “We 
think we are only discussing issues, but we are discussing those issues through 
particular cultural values that we normally take for granted.”

    Wisconsin Private Forestry Committee
PIF has had a seat on the Wisconsin Forest Stewardship Committee since 2004.  
The committee is now to be revitalized into the Wisconsin Private Forestry 
Advisory Committee with an expanded role into all of Wisconsin’s private 
forestry programs.  The initial challenge is to provide input to Wisconsin 
Administrative Code NR46, to guide the DNR on implementation of 2015 Wisconsin 
Act 358, the legislation affecting the MFL program.  The Stewardship Committee 
had a more narrow focus concentrating on the federal Forest Stewardship program 
and the Forest Legacy program.  PIF will also be represented on the new 
committee; with this wider focus your opinions and input are increasingly 
important and valuable.

*********************************************************************************************

FUTURE ARTICLES

If you have questions that you would like 
to see addressed in the newsletter, 
suggestions for, or have articles for, 
future newsletters, please contact us at 
partnersinforestry@gmail.com or by mail:

Partners In Forestry
6063 Baker Lake Rd
Conover, WI 54519

mailto:logcabin@nnex.net
mailto:logcabin@nnex.net
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Statement
To: Vilas County Zoning Committee
From: Joe Hovel, director Partners in Forestry Coop 715 479 8528
 
Subject: Conservation Easements

   Our organization is puzzled as to the purpose of this committee discussing conservation 
easements.  At first glance it appears to be a meddling into landowners private property 
rights.  Conservation easements on productive forest lands are a great management and 
marketing tool.  Developing data shows that consumers, who have long focused on 
sustainability in forestry, thus certification was created and is now the standard in the 
industry, are also concerned over the future of these forests.  Just last week I was able to 
sell some pulp wood in this suppressed market, because it was harvested on certified land.  
Certification has one major drawback on private lands; there is no guarantee of future 
sustainability.  In a sense of the term; sustainable forestry without conservation may be not 
long sustainable.  Conservation easements can address that and offer the consumer 
satisfaction the forest will remain.
 
   There are 2 major economic drivers in this region; forestry and tourism. Conservation 
easements on working forest lands, such as the Forest Legacy Program, assist in both of 
these matters by mitigating forest conversion.  Visitors do not come here to view a 
fragmented and deforested landscape; larger tracts fare better to assist in trail connections 
as well.  Large forested tracts are essential to proper management given modern harvesting 
equipment.  It is difficult to profitably market small timber sales; this is a reality I deal 
with constantly attempting to assist our coops members.  Forest conservation easements 
offer the public the benefit of tranquility in the landscape and many, such as the Forest 
Legacy Program promote forest traditional uses with public access.
 
 I have a 45 year career in value added forestry and construction, the past 32 years in Vilas 
County.  I am majority owner and manager of almost 3000 acres of productive, well 
managed forest land in Wisconsin and the U P.  Over 1040 acres of our Vilas County lands 
is in the Forest Legacy (conservation easement) Program.  In the U P 1110 acres of our 
lands is slated for the program by mid year.  My goal is to see all of our lands protected 
before I pass on.  Conservation easements offer the most sensible method to achieve that 
very goal and will sustain with a future landowner continuing forest management.  We 
should collectively and actively be promoting working forest conservation easements, not 
deterring the idea.
 
 Partners in Forestry would encourage the Vilas County board to seek non-polluting, value-
added wood processing operations to locate here.  For example a large truck load of 
hardwood saw logs likely has a value of $2,000 to $4,000 as it leaves our county.  If 
processed here into high value finished products the same wood would be multiplied many 
times in value, with our county being the economic beneficiary, with solid steady jobs to 
maintain our young.  Our forests are our economic wellbeing, and maintaining them will 
benefit our future as well as maintain our culture.  Conservation Easements can assist in 
this endeavor.

In the realm of Bizarre county business, the Vilas County Zoning Committee met on February 3, 2017 to discuss a topic 
titled ‘Permitting Conservation Easements’. PIF director, Joe Hovel, joined several others from the conservation 
community in speaking to the Zoning Committee on this matter.  Following is the statement Joe handed to the committee 
and the press regarding this matter.  PIF hopes to remain diligent on these zoning and forestry matters in the areas we 
are able to tune in to.  The Zoning Committee dropped this proposal.  In the same time frame the Forestry Committee 
was discussing certification, thus we also mentioned certification.

*********************************************************************************************



	

  Page 8

Message to Senator Thomas Tiffany     February 1, 2017

My name is Clyde Samsel.  I'm a tree farmer with land in the township of Deerfield, Waushara County.  
Most of our land is under a conservation easement to protect over a mile of the Ice Age Trail.  The easement 
also assures that the land will be maintained as a productive forest & not sold for houses.

As Chairman of the Committee for Sporting Heritage, Mining and Forestry you sponsored the amazing 
MFL bill last year.  It was indeed a complicated bill which now again permits those under the Managed 
Forest Law to lease their land to hunters.  It makes our agreement with the DNR a true contract and it 
eliminated the 5% stumpage tax.  It actually decreased a tax!  When the governor signed the bill, I saved 
over $1000 on a recently completed timber sale.  There were many other improvements to the MFL.  It was 
truly a major accomplishment.  Thank you for making it happen! But a big issue remains.  Tree Farmers 
should be treated just like other farmers and come under USE VALUE. 

Our forest land in Wisconsin is facing a serious disease.  It is like a slow moving cancer and it is deadly.  It 
is called Forest Fragmentation and once the land is hit with this disease, it is the end. Once cut up in small 
parcels, the forest is seldom managed for timber production.  There are many causes for the spread of this 
disease, but one cause is the incredibly unfair property tax on productive forest land.   Here are the numbers 
from my township.  Productive Forest is taxed at $45 per acre per year.  The average for other Ag land is 
about $3.00 per acre per year.   Under MFL it is a little under $11 per acre per year.  Many people do not like 
to be told what they can and can not do on their land by the DNR, so a lot of forest owners avoid the MFL 
and pay the $45 per acre.  This is a huge penalty to pay to avoid involvement with the Forestry Division of  
the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.  

Economists tell us tree farmers that we can not expect a reasonable return on our investment if we pay more 
that $3 per acre.   Similarly it is estimated that government services needed for forest land such as road 
maintenance and fire protection cost about $3 per acre.  A fair tax would appear to be $3 per acre.   In many 
states tree farmers are treated like Ag farmers and come under USE VALUE.  

Yes there would be a loss of tax revenue to the Wisconsin townships, and maybe we would have to give up 
some government services.   Perhaps we would have to have a smaller DNR and less regulation.  Would that  
be a bad thing?  An unfair tax is clearly bad in many ways.  

So in conclusion, our private forest land is being split into smaller and smaller parcels, less and less of it 
being managed to support our forest products industry.  The beautiful wooded Wisconsin landscape will be 
filled with buildings.  The unfair forest property tax is going to lead to dire consequences to our Wisconsin 
forest products economy.  Wisconsin will no longer be the beautiful state to visit.   

I am committed to protecting our forestland as long as I can.  But I do not know if my children will be able 
to afford to keep it that way.  

Clyde Samsel
Hancock, Wisconsin
Samsel@uniontel.net   www.samselsawmill.com

The following opinion piece by Clyde Samsel was originally written to state Senator Tiffany. While there is parts of this 
some of us may disagree with, the obvious point of agreement is the Forest Fragmentation issue. We would like to print 
more opinions on the MFL bill, as for every positive there likely is a downside. Please tell us how you feel concerning 
these important matters.

http://www.samselsawmill.com/
http://www.samselsawmill.com/
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PIF Note:

To confirm Clyde’s concerns about fragmentation, we found the following paragraph in a Northwood Alliance 
document in reference to a neighboring  local of similar landscape and topography in an adjoining county to Clyde. 
This is in the Kettle Region of central Wisconsin, the rolling hills and wooded bluffs which provide scenic panorama for 
the Ice Age Trail.  One only needs to see the housing density charts in Wisconsin  www.partnersinforestry.com  and how 
they have progressed through recent decades.

(credit Northwood Alliance Inc.)  This region continues to experience serious conversion threats related to forest 
fragmentation and residential development.  The six land sections surrounding the subject parcel (Sections 5, 6, 7, 8, 17 
and 18) have a higher percentage of forestland than the town as a whole, and have experienced severe fragmentation 
and conversion to non-forest uses over the years.  In 1965, plat maps show 19 individual owners, with mean holding 
size of over 175 acres.  In 1998 there were 78 different owners, and this number increased to 89 by 2012.  The 
population of the town has nearly tripled since 1974.

PIF note: While much of the mid west fared better with moisture since 2011, the 
north east region from where Paul writes suffered a very dry summer in 2016.  
This informative story helps us all better understand natures mechanics.  We all 
hope for reliable precipitation, as in this area of the mid west the drought years of 
the last decade were devastating to say the least.  We hope to continue to cover all 
these important forest health issues.

Thirsty Maples
Paul Hetzler, Cornell Cooperative Extension

Given that maple producers have to boil down 
roughly 40 gallons of sap to make one gallon of 
syrup, you would think that dry weather might 
improve things. Obviously if drought could get rid of 
a bunch of water for free, the sap would become 
concentrated and you wouldn’t need to boil as much. 
Heck, in an extremely dry year maybe we could just 
drill into a maple and have granular sugar come 
dribbling out. 
If only it worked that way. In general, a shortage of 
water during the growing season hampers the 
production of sugar and leads to lower sap sugar 
concentrations the following spring. Green plants 
have a magic formula for turning sunlight into sugar, 
and it calls for a few simple ingredients: water, 
carbon dioxide, sunlight and chlorophyll. If one item 
is missing, the transformation won’t work. I’m told 
most spells fail for want of a newt’s eye or some 

such, but if a thing as basic and usually commonplace 
as water is in short supply, the miracle of 
photosynthesis slows to a snail’s pace (which is likely 
used for some other spell). 
On paper, 2016 was only slightly below normal in 
rainfall for the season. The records don’t tell the 
whole story, though, because we experienced a very 
bad drought. As dairy herd managers and stand-up 
comics will tell you, timing is everything. Moisture is 
more critical during the first half of the growing 
season as compared to the latter, and most parts of 
NYS had little or no significant rain between early 
June and late August. 
Not only do June and July have the longest days of 
the year, the sun’s angle is steepest and its effect most  
intense at this time. Couple those facts with low 
humidity, scant cloud cover and frequent and 
persistent winds, 2016 saw some of driest-ever soils 

http://www.partnersinforestry.com/
http://www.partnersinforestry.com/
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statewide, and some regions broke records for low 
soil moisture. On rocky upland sites and other 
locations with thin soils, the situation was even more 
dire. 
Average to above-average rain through September 
into October finally pulled most of New York from 
the drought-index rolls by the end of October. That 
was better than continued drought, but far too late to 
avoid damage to trees. In certain locales, wooded 
hillsides were completely brown by early August, and 
foresters do not know what to expect from these in 
2017. 
Even trees that showed few overt signs of stress will 
need more than a good season in 2017 to recover 
from last summer. Dr. George Hudler, plant 
pathologist and Cornell professor emeritus, says that 
trees may need two to three years to recover from a 
drought. Ironically, those brown lawns which 
appeared dead were merely dormant, and grew back 
from their slumbering but undamaged root crowns. 
Apparently, bad weather will mess with one’s 
hormones. If one is a tree. Prolonged dry conditions 
cause a shift in the production of growth-regulating 
hormones. Among other things, more abscisic acid 
comes online. This leads to stomatal closing, a plus in 
terms of moisture retention, but it takes a surprisingly 
long time to reverse. As its name implies, abscisic 
acid creates an abscission zone between leaf and 
twig. Perfect for the fall, but when the plumbing that 
connects a tree to its leaves starts to get unplugged 
early, the tree will have a hard time restarting the 
sugar factory when the rain finally comes.  
A reverse-osmosis machine helps maple producers to 
concentrate sap, but in a drought, reverse osmosis is 
not their friend. Ron Kujawski of the University of 
Massachusetts Agricultural Research Station explains 
it well:
“When a soil water deficit exists, the result may be an 
increase of solute concentration outside the roots 
compared to the internal environment of the root. 
Such a situation leads to reverse osmosis, i.e. a net 
movement of water from the cell to the soil solution. 
As this happens, the cell membrane shrinks from the 
cell wall and may eventually lead to death of the 
cell.” 
About 90% of tree roots reside in the top 10 inches of 
soil, and 98% in the top 18 inches. As dry soil pulls 
away from roots, the root hairs, and then the fine 

absorbing roots near the surface, desiccate and die. 
Eventually, slightly larger secondary roots also die. 
Among other things, this means that trees have to use 
energy stores to replace these before they can absorb 
any moisture once the dry period ends. 
Also, each place where a root hair or root has died is 
a wound into which disease can enter. For a tree, this 
is a bad time to have pathogens knocking at its door, 
because it needs water to make defensive chemicals. 
Again, Ron Kujawski: “Among the types of diseases 
likely to occur in response to drought stress are root 
rots, cankers, wood rots, and wilt...Nectria canker 
and Cytospora canker are almost always associated 
with drought stress...it is the inability of the plant to 
synthesize protective chemicals and 
compartmentalize wounds that allows for disease 
infection and development. Drought-stressed trees are 
also predisposed to other diseases including 
Diplodia tip blight, Rhizosphaera needlecast and 
Verticillium.” Trees will also be more vulnerable to 
insect attacks, especially borers, in the years 
following a severe drought.
Although no one knows for sure what this maple 
season will bring—and as always, much depends on 
the weather—Cornell’s Extension Forester Peter 
Smallidge shared a few preliminary thoughts with 
me:
“There may have been some maple stands that 
suffered less than the average. I wouldn’t be surprised 
if maple sap sugar was lower in 2017 than in previous 
years, but unless a producer has some reason to 
believe there was particularly acute drought stress on 
their trees I don’t see a need to reduce tapping. My 
anticipation of lower sap sugar will favor those 
producers who have reverse osmosis. If sugar 
concentration is low, the producer without RO will 
spend more on fuel to produce the same amount of 
syrup.”
Maple producers on drought-prone sites who are 
concerned about their sugar bush may want to get in 
touch with their local Cooperative Extension office. 
They can also contact authorities such as Drs. 
Smallidge, or Michael Farrell of the Cornell Maple 
Research Station. Time will tell how our maples and 
other trees fare, and even the experts will be learning 
more this year and next about the effects of drought. 

********************************************************************************************
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February 9, 2017

Letter to the Editor:

Governor Walker announced his proposed 2017-2019 biennial state budget on February 8th.  Included in 
his plan is a promise to relieve Wisconsin’s private land owners of the burden of state property taxes “for 
the first time since 1931”.  Can he really do that?

Article VIII, Section 10 of the Wisconsin Constitution allows the state to appropriate moneys for the purpose 
of acquiring, preserving and developing the forests of the state through a tax on property not to exceed 0.2 
mill (20 cents per $1,000 of property value).  This tax is frequently referred to as the “forestry mill tax” and 
is the only property tax levied by the state.  It was enacted in 1937 and appears on the first line of our 
tax bills as “Wisconsin property tax”.

This tax is the least significant line item on our tax bills.  It amounts to $20 on a property valued at 
$100,000.  However, because it is assessed against all taxable properties in the state, and because it is a 
fixed rate tax that generates additional revenue as property values rise, it has grown substantially since its 
creation in 1937.  The forestry mill tax now contributes approximately $80 million annually to the state forest 
coffers.   

Can the Governor arbitrarily end a funding program created 80 years ago by a constitutional amendment?  
What will happen to our state forests with the lion’s share of their funding stripped away?  Governor Walker 
is not known for environmental compassion.  Might his ultimate plan be to put the state forests up for bid 
and allow the land to become developed with the resulting taxes no longer tied to state forests?  Let’s not 
celebrate this tax relief plan before the Devil is revealed in the details.  Calls to our state representatives 
would be a good idea! 

Ted Ritter
7451 W. Wakefield Lake Road
Saint Germain, WI 54558
715-439-3834  Printed in the Vilas County News-Review February 14, 2017.  

It is reprinted in this newsletter with Mr. Ted Ritter’s permission.

WHO IS JOE HOVEL?
Introduction (by Rod Sharka)

In the past, the PIF newsletter has featured interviews of various members to recognize their careers and interests as 
relevant to Forestry. However, as long as I have been associated with PIF, I don't recall anyone ever interviewing the 
founder of PIF...Joe Hovel. I know that many of our readership know Joe personally, but how many really know the 
details of his background?  As such, the following story recently written by Glenn Rosenholm, Public Affairs Specialist 
of the U.S.F.S. Northeastern Area State & Private Forestry Office of Communications for their "Profiles in 
Conservation" blog, is reprinted on pages 12-17. 
(Sorry Joe. I know your humility would not allow you to broadcast this article, but it was such a nicely done article, I 
thought our readership should have the privilege of seeing it.)

Enjoy!

********************************************************************************************
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topic. We talked about the benefits of letting trees grow 
to full potential. We had an accountant talk about the 
tax benefits of conserving land. One of our presenters 
negotiated some of the largest conservation projects in the 
State of Wisconsin. We keep a lot of good information on 
our Web site from this event.”
When asked if he would recommend owning land to 
others, he said, “Absolutely, although not every individual 
is suited to be a landowner. I’m a tireless advocate for 
public land, because everyone should have a stake in the 
land. I’m also passionate about property rights. But not all 
landowners deserve the privilege to be landowners. Some 
people abuse the land.”
Reflecting on his business roots, Hovel said, “I still build 
now at a very reduced pace. My son is taking some of it 
on. I’m still mildly active at what I’ve done for years. Land 
conservation activities have become my primary focus.”
“In the 1970s I was determined to wisely use local 
resources. We sometimes hired people to peel bark on our 
logs for log homes. We would leave a couple square inches 
of paint on the log to show that the log was sustainably 
harvested.”

“Green building—those kinds of terms weren’t invented 
yet,” he added.
“In the 1990s I built a resort complex in a small tourism-
centered town. I had asked, ‘Who will be the last guy to 
build the last house on the last lake?’ and wanted to do 
something other than contribute to that trend … I didn’t 
take on any other projects until I built this resort complex.  
Proudly and sustainably built, it’s a mini log village of its 
own, accenting this town in the heart of the Wisconsin 
Northern Highland State Forest. It is our retirement fund. 
It’s a beautiful testimony to sustainable building and to 
using local materials.”
When not working, Hovel said he still enjoys roaming his 
land and waterways. 
“I love the outdoors. I love spending time in the woods. A 
hike, a bike ride, paddling, and at times a ride on the trails 
on my UTV help to connect me with the outdoors.”
“Management, which leads to conservation, helps to give 
my life meaning these days.”
Now he’s getting to enjoy the fruits of his labor.

Joe, his wife Mary, and Wisconsin Governor Doyle attended a dedication of 
the Northern Highlands purchase of the Hovel property, August 23, 2009. 
(Photo by Rod Sharka)

Joe roughly scales hardwood after a Highway B thinning project, on the 
Northern Highlands property. (Photo by Rod Sharka)
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The Hidden Life of Trees; What They 
Feel, How They Communicate

by Peter Wohlleben

 As a young boy in Germany, Peter Wohlleben loved nature. In 
time, he went to forestry school and became a "wood ranger". As such, 
he was expected to produce as many high quality saw logs as 

possible, with maximum efficiency, by any means necessary.  His tool kit included heavy machinery and 
pesticides. This was forest mining, an enterprise that ravaged the forest ecosystem and had no long-term future. 
He oversaw a plantation of trees lined up in straight rows, evenly spaced. It was a concentration camp for trees. 

 Wohlleben is a smart, observant, and sensitive man, and over the course of decades he got to know the 
trees very well. Eventually, his job became unbearable as he came to know and understand the intricate 
complexities of forest communities and felt that there had to be a better, more ecologically sound way of growing 
trees. Luckily, he made friends in the community of Hümmel, Germany, and was given permission to manage 
their forest in the Eifel Mountains in a more environment-friendly manner, where he is working towards the return 
of primeval forests.. There is no more clear-cutting, and logs are removed by horse teams, not machines. In one 
portion of the forest, old trees are leased as living gravestones, where families can bury the ashes of kin. In this 
way, the forest generates income without killing trees.

 Wohlleben wrote The Hidden Life of Trees, originally in German, but now being translated into 19 
languages. The book is built on a foundation of reputable science, but it reads like grandpa chatting at fireside.  
He's a gentle old storyteller explaining the wondrous magic of beautiful forests to befuddled space aliens from a 
crazy planet named Consume.  In doing so, he teaches the reader about the family of life in the forest 
community.

 In The Hidden Life of Trees, Wohlleben shares his deep love of woods and forests and explains the 
amazing processes of life, death, and regeneration he has observed in the woodland and the amazing scientific 
processes behind the wonders of which we are blissfully unaware. He points out that, much like human families, 
tree parents live together with their children, communicate with them and support them as they grow, sharing 
nutrients with those who are sick or struggling and creating an ecosystem that mitigates the impact of extremes 
of heat and cold for the whole group. As  a result of such interactions, trees in a family or community are 
protected and can live to be very old. In contrast, solitary trees, like street kids, have a tough time and in most 
cases die much earlier than those in a group. In short, a tree is only as strong as the forest around it.

 In this book, Wohlleben successfully promotes a need for respect of forest communities. He argues that: 
"Forests are NOT first and foremost lumber factories and warehouses for raw materials, and only secondarily 
complex habitats for thousands of species..."  He points out that a fifth of all plant and animal species we know 
about depend on dead wood.

 I have to admit that Wohlleben tends to come across rather anthropomorphic in his prose. However, 
because he unravels the secret world of plants with such authority and with solid backing of good science that it 
is easy to overlook his casual comparisons between trees and humans.  I think anyone who is interested in 
trees, or of plants of any kind, will enjoy this book. And even if they disagree with the author; those of us who 
talk to our favorite trees will feel less self-conscious. Needless to say, I think anyone who reads this book, 
whether professional, trained forester to private woodlot owner, will look at trees in a different light and with 
greater respect.

The Book 
Corner

Rod Sharka


