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Partners in Forestry 
Landowner Cooperative

6063 Baker Lake Road
Conover, WI 54519
partnersinforestry@gmail.com

715-479-8528

Protecting your wooded 
land for the future is 
essential to clean water, 
clean air, wildlife habitat, 
s u s t a i n a b l e w o o d 
supply...all  things that are 
necessary to society and 
health,  and that are gone 
forever if the land is 
developed. 
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Joe Hovel
Jim Joyce
Joe Koehler
Charlie Mitchell
Margo Popovich
John Schwarzmann
Rod Sharka

Have you paid 
your PIF dues?

“This institution is an equal opportunity provider.”
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We	were	saddened	by	the	recent	passing	of	long	time	PIF	member	Bill	Green.		Bill	

and	his	wife	Joan	were	also	neighbors	and	friends	who	put	their	money	where	

their	mouths	were,	by	purchasing	neighboring	land	to	avoid	serious	

fragmentation.		Following	the	mantra,	‘act	local’,	they	were	active	participants	in	

the	Conover	area	community.		We	give	our	condolences	to	Joan.	

It	is	always	a	great	difficulty	to	write	about	the	passing	of	a	member.	Especially	in	

my	own	neighborhood,	things	have	changed	far	too	much	in	recent	years.		The	

passing	of	long-time	member	and	even	longer	time	friend	Larry	McCarthy,	

preceded	by	the	death	of	neighbors	and	members	Al	Gellings	and	Betty	Beverly	

has	altered	the	camaraderie	of	my	neighborhood	and	of	PIF.		We	miss	these	good	

folks	and	work	to	fill	their	void.

Loss of PIF Member Bill Green

Northwoods Forest Conservation Books

   
Following six-months without an issue of Partners News, we 
are back.  The void was ably filled by the release of two 
more books in our Northwoods Forest Conservation series.  A 
very gratifying number of reviews has made the effort 
fulfilling around these books.  For example, the Forest Data 
Network was so excited about the local wood booklet, they 
asked for an electronic version to share with their readers.  
These books are all available in print or electronic 
version, let us know if you or someone you know would 
benefit from these. The continuing support from UW Center 
for Coops, with a recent boost from the Forest Industry 
Safety Training Alliance-Earl St. John Education fund made 
these printings possible, along with your critical support. 
We much appreciate these partnerships to achieve a common 
goal.

Northwoods Forest Conservation: 
* A Handbook, released Oct. 2020
* Celebrating Local Wood and Alternative Forest
  Products, released June 2021
* Managing for the Future, released August 2021

Notes from Joe 
and others
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NPR
I	was	happy	to	be	a	part	of	a	national	news	story	on	National	Public	Radio.		Aired	on	September	21,	the	
story	covered	the	outlook	on	the	30-30	initiative,	the	effort	to	protect	30%	of	the	landscape	by	2030.		Early	
on	the	feature	cited	the	sad,	but	now	official	status;	the	extinction	of	23	more	species	in	the	USA.		Habitat	
loss	is	called	the	greatest	cause	of	species	decline.	

The	story	link	is	available	at	www.northwoodalliance.org/news	and	at	the	PIF	website,	where	you	can	also	
keep	abreast	of	other	happenings	from	these	organizations.

To	Conserve	Vast	Areas	Of	Land,	Biden	Needs	Help	From	Private	Landowners	:	NPR

From	Rod	Sharka,	PIF	Treasurer

 I just finishing reading Suzanne Simard's beautiful book, "Finding the Mother Tree".  In doing so, I 

just learned of "The Mother Tree Project" that she started.  I thought you might be interested in 

learning about it.  As you may know, her work focuses on the forests of British Columbia, but 

undoubtedly applies to anywhere mushrooms grow.  This is fascinating stuff.  Check out this beautiful 

YouTube video.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EuupJGko9_0

Laugh as you learn 

PIF	writer	and	friend,	Paul	Hetzler	has	a	new	book	available.		Very	interesting	and	educational	reading	on	
natural	resources,	with	a	bit	of	humor	to	make	learning	enjoyable.		Head	of	the	Class:	Smarter	Than	a	Slime	
Mold,	is	now	available	at:	

																																			https://www.amazon.com/dp/B09DN16VYC

Working toward another community forest
			NWA	&	PIF	are	currently	laying	the	ground	work	for	yet	another	community	forest.		We	intend	to	make	
application	to	the	USFS	Community	Forest	program	this	winter.		The	project	lies	just	south	of	the	state	line,	
in	the	heart	of	the	very	Palmer	Lake-	Border	Lakes	area	in	which	we	exposed	our	success	in	the	original	
handbook.		We	would	appreciate	your	support	and	any	help	you	may	offer	to	succeed	with	this	goal.	A	grant	
from	the	John	C	Bock	Foundation	to	the	NWA	Land	Conservation	Initiative	gives	us	early	hope	in	
accomplishing	this	goal.		This	effort,	if	successful,	will	open	200	acres	to	the	public,	protect	incredible	stands	
of	cedar	and	other	timber	types,	as	well	as	maintain	important	wildlife	habitat	and	special	plant	life.
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On	September	21,	a	group	from	the	SOAR	Charter	Middle	School	at	Land	O	Lakes,	

visited	the	UWRLF	to	see	first-hand	working	forest	on	the	ground	management.		

Local	Master	Logger,	Roger	Pluedeman	was	on	the	site	conducting	a	cleanup	

operation	in	thirteen	acres	damaged	by	the	August	2020	storm.		The	group	also	

visited	the	area	of	the	2017	planting,	to	learn	about	the	need	for	young	forests	for	

wildlife,	especially	the	resident	spruce	grouse	inhabiting	the	forest.		Educational	

opportunities	for	all	ages	are	a	vital	component	in	land	conservation.		We	are	

excited	to	see	these	kids	learn	from	these	projects,	and	are	anxious	to	see	their	

reaction	to	Wildcat	when	they	visit	there	soon.

Upper 

Wisconsin 

River 

Legacy 

Forest 

Soar Charter Middle School group with Roger Pluedeman.

Soar Charter Middle School group in sand.

Soar Charter Middle School group in the jack pine.

Photos courtesy of  SOAR Middle School
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Thanks	to	the	efforts	of	Sustainable	Resources	Institute	in	procuring	a	Great	Lakes	Restoration	Initiative	grant,	

there	has	been	a	big	boost	in	mitigating	damage	to	the	forest	and	Pilgrim	River	from	the	severe	2018	Father’s	

Day	flood.		We	appreciate	all	the	efforts	from	the	crews	conducting	tree	planting	and	stream	bank	

restoration.		A	total	of	720	trees	were	planted	in	2020	and	4,450	additional	trees	were	planted	in	2021	in	the	

Pilgrim	River	riparian	area.		Stream	bank	stabilization	occurred	over	stretches	of	the	river	totaling	1.9	miles	at	

locations	of	high	erosion.		The	Pilgrim	is	a	prized	trout	river	harboring	coaster	brook	trout.		The	project	was	a	

model	conservation	effort	with	diverse	partners	and	widespread	support;	offering	numerous	benefits	to	a	

widespread	and	diverse	community.		PIF	is	proud	to	be	a	critical	partner	in	management	of	the	Pilgrim	River	

Watershed	Project.

Photos	courtesy	of	the	Renewable	Resource	Institute

Pilgrim River: Federal funds at work in our communities

Before... After

Tree planting 1 Tree planting 2

********************************************************************
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Pilgrimage	to	the	Angel	Oak	Tree

By	Joe	Koehler

After	spending	the	past	year	staying	home	as	most	people	were,	as	a	result	of	COVID-19,	I	was	feeling	
cooped	up	and	ready	to	spread	my	wings.	When	I	received	an	invitation	from	a	relative	to	join	her	in	visiting	
the	Angel	Oak	Tree	in	Charleston,	SC,	I	jumped	at	the	chance.	I	drove	from	WI	and	she	flew	from	CO.	When	
we	arrived	at	the	tree	we	were	greeted	with	a	sign	stating	the	site	is	closed	to	the	public	on	Wednesdays.		
Our	one	day	to	see	the	tree	happened	to	be	on	a	Wednesday,	so	we	were	unable	to	stand	next	to	it	for	
pictures.	

The	Angel	Oak	Tree	is	thought	to	be	one	of	the	oldest	oak	trees	east	of	the	Mississippi	River.	It	stands	65	
feet	tall,	28	feet	in	circumference	and	an	area	of	17,000	square	feet	is	shaded	by	its	tentacular	crown.	The	
largest	branch	reaches	187	feet.

Estimated	to	be	400	to	500	years	old,	this	Southern	Live	Oak	has	survived	a	number	of	hurricanes,	floods	
and	earthquakes.	It	was	damaged	by	Hurricane	Hugo	in	1989	but	recovered	and	continues	to	grow.

Southern	Live	Oaks	are	native	to	the	lowland	country	of	the	coastal	Carolinas.	They	tend	to	grow	more	
outward	than	upward	but	due	to	its	age,	the	Angel	Oak	has	done	both.	Its	branches	reach	in	all	directions,	
with	some	driving	underground	and	then	growing	back	up	above	the	surface.

Its	name	comes	from	the	Angel	Estate,	owned	by	Justin	Angel	and	Martha	Waight	Angel.	Local	legends	say	
the	ghosts	of	former	slaves	appear	as	angels	around	the	tree.

The	tree	is	now	the	property	of	the	city	of	Charleston.	Recently,	an	apartment	development	near	the	Angel	
Oak	has	been	scrutinized	and	fought	against	by	the	SC	Coastal	Conservation	League.	They	contend	the	
development	would	alter	the	groundwater	flow	to	the	tree	and	clear	the	nearby	forests	whose	root	systems	
are	intimately	related	with	the	Angel	Oak.	

Every	tree	species	has	a	life	expectancy.	In	fact,	the	Angel	Oak	isn’t	the	oldest	living	tree.	It’s	not	even	close.	
That	honor	goes	to	a	bristlecone	pine	thought	to	be	5,000	years	old.	It	germinated	in	the	Bronze	Age.	But	
for	a	live	oak,	400	years	is	quite	a	feat.	As	we	all	know,	with	age	comes	aches,	pains	and	complications	so	
special	precautions	must	be	taken.
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One	of	the	greatest	threats	to	the	Angel	Oaks	longevity	is	natural	disaster.	Trees	are	great	conductors	of	
lightning.	A	well-placed	strike	could	end	its	life	bringing	the	sap	to	a	boil	as	it	travels	to	the	root	system.	To	
prevent	this,	lightning	terminals	are	posted	at	the	top	of	the	canopy	to	grab	a	nearby	lightning	strike	and	
direct	the	voltage	down	a	cable	attached	to	the	outside	of	the	tree	and	disperse	the	energy	into	the	soil.

Even	though	we	were	unable	to	stand	next	to	the	tree	for	pictures,	by	reaching	through	the	fence	we	could	
touch	its	leaves	and	I	know	I	could	feel	the	energy	it	gives.	It’s	hard	to	imagine	how	many	smiles	this	tree	has	
brought	to	the	thousands	who	have	visited	it	over	the	years.	

With	all	the	climate	changes	taking	place,	it	is	only	a	matter	of	time	before	this	magnificent	tree	will	
succumb	to	nature,	along	with	all	the	other	legendary	trees	throughout	our	country	and	the	planet	so	I	plan	
on	spending	as	much	time	as	possible	visiting	as	many	as	I	can	before	I’m	relegated	to	a	rocking	chair	in	a	
nursing	home.	I	would	encourage	anyone	traveling	through	the	Charleston	area	to	take	the	time	to	see	this	
beautiful	tree.	An	important	tip	to	keep	in	mind	is	to	schedule	your	visit	any	day	except	Wednesday	so	you	
can	give	the	tree	a	hug.

 Wildcat Falls Community Forest has grown

			In	the	last	days	of	April,	we	were	alerted	to	an	opportunity	to	expand	the	new,	six-month-old,	Community	
Forest.		We	(NWA	&	PIF)	immediately	negotiated	a	deal	for	an	important	40-acre	addition	to	the	forest,	and	
with	nothing	but	community	good	will	we	successfully	closed	on	the	purchase	in	mid-June.		We	are	
extremely	grateful	to	all	donors	who	made	this	great	purchase	a	reality,	and	in	a	short	amount	of	time.		
What	a	great	testimony	to	the	value	of	Wildcat	Falls	Community	Forest	to	the	area.		The	benefits	of	the	
expansion	are	obvious	when	viewing	the	map.		A	pond	feeding	the	creek	to	Wildcat	Falls,	diverse	
topography,	road	frontage	for	additional	access,	and	a	link	from	the	‘40’	near	County	Line	Lake	was	made	
more	fulfilling	by	the	connectivity	to	the	MDNR	boat	landing	parcel.	

PIF	forester	and	VP	John	Schwarzmann,	is	currently	writing	the	forest	management	plan	for	the	addition,	
and	this	will	enable	a	CFR	entry	with	MDNR.		Get	out	and	enjoy	the	special	features	at	your	Wildcat	Falls	
Community	Forest.

Please	consider	Northwoods	Alliance	a	worthy	charity	for	your	year	end	gifting.			As	an	all-volunteer	
organization,	all	funds	go	directly	to	projects	benefitting	us	all.	

As a service to PIF members, contact Joe for special pricing in your needs for:
• Napoleon wood stoves
• wood finishes and preservatives
• garden and tree amendments
• grass seed for trails

********************************************************************
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Expansion Wildcat Falls Community Forest Map - Legend July 2021
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