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What a tumultuous year 2008 was. The highest fuel prices ever
wrecked havoc on logging, unnecessarily burdened by a number of
From the Director…
diverse factors also affecting federal and state forestry budgets. In the
Northwoods, we have been suffering from at least four consecutive years of acute droughts, with 2008 the
driest yet!
Late in the year we lost two of PIF’s original members, both land conservation heroes dear to me. Gil
Henderson passed away in October. You have read about Gil’s legacy in the Border Lakes region on these
pages in the past. Gil transferred a large portion of his land to the State of Wisconsin Board of
Commissioners of Public Lands (BCPL) to assure that his lands would remain productive and properly
managed. In December, Walt “Doc” Thiede passed away. Walt was my uncle, and my earliest experiences
as a young boy in the Northwoods were planting red pine on his “Wit’s End Farm” in Oneida County. We
will miss Doc, who contributed his quirky humor to this newsletter from time to time. Walt conserved his
Northwoods lands with a conservation easement held by the Northwoods Land Trust.
While 2008 was a challenging year, it also marked the passage of a great legislative achievement for
PIF, with passage of SB 28, the local lumber use law. After many years of hard work, we have finally seen
the reward, placing the ability to use their own timber back in the hands of landowners.
I wish to welcome Charlie Mitchell and Jeff Niese to the PIF Board of Directors. They both have
very impressive resumes and we expect them to be a big asset to PIF. Barb Loar and Bob Simeone have
ended their service honorably and I thank each of them for their efforts. We have an opening on this board
this time; if you or someone you know has energy and interest to offer, we welcome the nomination.
For the 2008 membership list update, we need your current contact information: address, phone, and
email address. Please respond to logcabin@nnex.net.
In this issue, find a memo from Chief State Forster Paul DeLong, covering the Offspring Study. Also
included is a brochure of highlights from the National Woodland Owner survey. The future of America’s
family forests is in all of our hands. I applaud Doc Thiede, Gil Henderson, and all members who have made
an effort for future conservation of their forestlands.

2008 Membership
Renewal
Unless you have made a
late-year membership
renewal, your 2008
membership will be due in
the coming year. Please
use the attached renewal
slip or the application
form on the last page to
join us in the coming year.

The following is a memo from Chief State
Forester Paul DeLong concerning the
Offspring Study, which gives us a glimpse of
the turnover rate of family forestlands. The
State Forest Stewardship Committee approved
funding of this study in May of 2006, and the
results came out last fall. The aging of our
membership parallels the “graying” that you
can read about below. In the coming year,
please help us bring in new energy by
recruiting new and younger members.
DATE: October 27, 2008
TO: Forestry Partners
FROM: Paul DeLong, Chief State Forester
SUBJECT: 2007 Wisconsin Offspring Study
The purpose of this memo is to share some important information on the future of Wisconsin’s forests.
Forestry in Wisconsin is at a crossroads and facing a challenge unlike any it has faced in the 160-year history of
the state.
Many of you already know Wisconsin has an estimated 16 million acres of forestland. What may not be as
widely known is that a majority of this land – 9.1 million acres – is owned by individuals (as opposed to
corporations or government entities) and that these lands play a key role in the Wisconsin’s economic
wellbeing, in the environmental health of the state, and in the quality of life we enjoy in the Badger State. An
equally important realization: 60% of the individuals who own Wisconsin’s forests are 55 years of age or older.
The “graying” of America has focused attention on a wide range of social issues. It also has the potential to
affect the future of forestry in Wisconsin, something that hasn’t attracted a lot of attention. Given the amount of
forested land owned by older individuals, will those forests be sold to developers, no longer to be a source of a
wide range of products? Or will ownership of the forest parcels be transferred to multiple family members? Will
the land be divided up, or can siblings find a way to agree on joint management decisions? Will a new
generation of owners have the knowledge, energy, time, desire, and wherewithal to keep forested lands
forested? Or will family circumstances (personal financial concerns and health-related costs or property tax
bills) ultimately mean fewer acres of forest in Wisconsin? What impact would that have on our economy, our
environment, and our quality of life? It is important to understand that ownership changes are not distant
considerations. It is expected 25 percent of the family forest land base in Wisconsin will have new owners in the
next 5 years.
The Forestry Division, in partnership with the Pinchot Institute of Conservation and the U.S. Forest Service, has
undertaken comprehensive research to understand what the future of forestry in Wisconsin will be. The 2007
Wisconsin Forestland Owner Offspring Study was conducted by Catherine Mater, a senior fellow with the
Pinchot Institute and a nationally recognized expert on forest ownership. The goal of the study: to understand
what will immediately be happening to Wisconsin’s forests when the biggest intergenerational transfer of land
takes place during the next 20 years. An equally important goal of the study is to find out what kind of help the
new forest owners need – and what kinds of policy and program changes should be implemented – to ensure a
green future for Wisconsin, one where forests continue to play an important role.
I urge you and your staff to visit a new DNR Internet page devoted to this study. The webpage, at http://
dnr.wi.gov/forestry/private/tomorrow/index.htm , includes links to the 2007 data, study results and other
pertinent links. This information should be a part of the environmental and public policy discussion of this
issue.
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TO ALL WEED WARRIORS
(by Rod Sharka)

Just a note of thanks to all who participated (or intended to participate) in the honeysuckle pull at the TNC
Tenderfoot Reserve and BCPL Trust Lands around Palmer Lake on October 9th and 10th. Also, a special thanks to the
BCPL folks for providing the herbicide and expertise, and especially to John Schwarzman for providing lunch for the
volunteers. Also, thanks to Matt Dallman of the Nature Conservancy for providing beverages and support, and to my
lovely wife, Myrtle, for baking her famous chocolate chip cookies and muffins for the troops.
As you may recall, I included a “Call For Volunteers” for this project in the last Partners Newsletter (issue 4,
2008). In the words of local naturalist John Bates, “Before you can adequately heal the wounds of a place, or be asked
to save a place, you have to first profoundly love it.” Hopefully, all participants, as a result of this experience, have
developed a bit more love for “this place”, and are willing to do more “for” the environment as opposed to doing “to”
the environment as we all unconsciously do on a daily basis.
No, we didn’t get it all. That’s going to take a lot more man-hours. But, we did make a significant dent in the
population. If you were unable to participate this time, you missed a great couple of days out in paradise. However,
fear not. There will be more opportunities in the future. If you are not familiar with this invasive shrub, more
information is provided below. I would urge all landowners to become familiar with invasive exotic shrub honeysuckle
as well as several other terrestrial invasive plants that are a threat to our woodlands, and to do all that they can to
eradicate them before they get out of control.
INVASIVE SHRUB HONEYSUCKLE
The invasive exotic shrub honeysuckles (there are several species) are upright, deciduous shrubs capable of
growing up to 18 feet tall and six to 12 ft. wide. They thrive in sunny, upland sites including forest edges, roadsides,
pastures, and abandoned fields. While most natural communities are susceptible to invasion, open woods are most
affected and particularly vulnerable if the site has been disturbed such as from logging activity. Honeysuckle’s
vigorous growth and early spring leaf out inhibits the growth of native plants in a given area by crowding or shading
them out. In addition, various scientific studies have shown that songbirds that nest in exotic honeysuckle (as well as
buckthorn) suffer much greater predation pressure than those that nest in comparable native shrubs like hawthorns and
Viburnums.
Leaves: Simple; opposite; entire; oval, oblong, or elliptic. Exotic bush honeysuckles are easy to spot at the beginning
and end of the growing season. They will leaf out well before native trees and shrubs, resulting in the shading out of
native spring wildflowers that have evolved to bloom before native trees and shrubs have leafed out. The exotic bush
honeysuckles also retain their leaves late into the fall, well after the native trees and shrubs have dropped theirs.
Flowers: Bloom in May and June; fragrant; tubular; arranged in pairs arising from leaf axils; abundant, pink to
purplish red or white fading to yellow with age.
Fruit: Abundant orange or red berries ripen in early summer. In spite of their low nutrient value and laxative affect
when eaten, birds are attracted to the berries and disperse the seeds over great distances. The seeds may remain viable
for up to three years.
Bark: shaggy or ragged; gray or tan. Cut branches usually show a hollow center and/or tan colored pith. This is an
important feature that distinguishes the exotic, invasive honeysuckles from the several species of beneficial, native
honeysuckles. These native species tend to be short, sparse shrubs (less than 4 feet at maturity) or woody, vine-like in
their growth habits. Also, the cut stems of the native varieties do NOT have hollow centers.
Control Methods:
Honeysuckle plants have shallow roots. Therefore, small, young plants may be hand pulled, being careful to
remove all roots. This is especially true in the spring and fall when the soil is moist, or in sandy areas. Avoid excessive
soil disturbance.
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Larger plants that cannot be removed by hand pulling should be cut at the base with a lopper or hand saw. Cut
shrubs are prone to vigorous resprouting. In more shaded habitats, diligent, repeated
basal pruning during the growing season over a period of two to three years may
weaken the plants sufficiently to cause death. However, in sunnier locations, the cut
stumps must be immediately painted or sprayed with a non-selective herbicide such as
Roundup Pro®, Touchdown®, or Rodeo® (containing 20-25% by volume of
glyphosate) to prevent resprouting. It is most effective to do this work in
the fall of the year.
More detailed information about control methods for the exotic honeysuckles,
as well as for the numerous other invasive plants threatening our northwoods, can be
obtained by contacting your UW-Extension County Office. I also can highly
recommend the book Invasive Plants of the Upper Midwest by Elizabeth J. Czarapata
(University of Wisconsin Press, 2005).
A wealth of information can also be found on the Wisconsin DNR web site:
www.dnr.wi.gov/invasives, and the Great Lakes Indian Fish & Wildlife Commission’s
web site: www.glifwc.org/invasives. GLIFWC’s website is especially interesting in
that it provides distribution maps of all of the invasives, both terrestrial and aquatic,
for the ceded territories. These maps allow one to zoom in to road level detail and
show the locations of all invasive plants identified and recorded so far. Information is
also provided for reporting new site findings.
Interested individuals seeking more information
are invited to attend the first organizational meeting of the
Vilas Co. Area Cooperative Weed Management
Association to be held on January 29, 2009, 1-4 pm, at the
Lincoln Town Hall, Sundstein Road, Eagle River (One
block south of Hwy 70 across from the Vilas County
Fairgrounds). Hope to see you there.

Excerpts below are from a feature originally published in
Partners News in January 2007. Both Walt and Anita
have now passed away, and their land has been
transferred to their daughter Madalyn. As a shining
example of a land legacy, Madalyn will be pursuing
sustainable forestry practices and conservation aims,
according to the wishes of her parents.

Member Feature: Walt and Anita Thiede
at Wit’s End Farm

The above weed warriors took part in the honeysuckle pull on the Tenderfoot
Reserve this fall. Shown above, left to right, are Al Piel (Fish & Game), Matt
Dallman (TNC), Steve Garske (GLIFWC), Bob Turnquist (F&G), John Krause
(BCPL), Joe LoMastro (F&G), Diana Mehlhop (F&G), Mary LoMastro (F&G),
and Dave Picard (BCPL).

Dr. Walt and Anita Thiede split their time between their
home and tropical fruit orchard in Ft. Meyers, FL and their
woodlands south of Rhinelander, WI. Both now retired,
they value the time spent at “Wit’s End North”, where they have been making trips to for nearly half a century. Walt and
Anita have been members of PIF since the inception of the organization and are engaged and passionate landowners.
In an interview with Walt, he answered questions about their land and their vision for it.
Partners News: How did you obtain your forestlands, and how long have you owned your woodland?
Walt Thiede: An elderly physician without children knew of my love of the outdoors. He left the original essentially
barren 80 acre dairy farm to me for the current year’s taxes ($89). Because of its remoteness, and because of the sight
of an 8 point buck and a bald eagle seen on my wife’s first visit, it became loved by both of us. The original farm
consisted of a hay barn, the original homestead log cabin, and a prohibition-era house built without aid of a
carpenter’s square. A still resided in the earthen basement. The original area was obtained 49 years ago.
How many acres do you manage?
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Over the years we bought a number of additional “ 40’s”, selling
many when my medical practice became too demanding. Sales
were made with the stipulation that the land remain undeveloped.
Currently we manage 160 acres.
You have a diverse parcel of woodland. What are your
management objectives and planting/harvesting history? Do you
specifically manage for any tree or wildlife species?
I am fortunate enough to have original descriptions of the land we
own. Records from the late 1800’s indicate that the original cover
of our entire area of holdings was in the sphere of evergreens,
primarily white pine, some red, much hemlock, some spruce and
much balsam. Northern hardwoods were sparse. I wanted to
return the land to its original intent. With the help of Trees for
Tomorrow the original 80 was planted with red and white pine
leaving the areas where northern hardwood, especially maple and
oak, had been established. The plantation is now 45 years old.
Three separate thinnings have been completed, the hardwood has
been selectively thinned, and the PIF forester says more trees
should be harvested. On a 40 that 1880 records indicate was
entirely cedar and balsam, the balsam was clear cut, and on advice
converted to white and red pine. The cedar remains, but has been
selectively thinned. A third 40 has 2000 ft of shoreline of a lake.
Here the hemlock is the predominant species, and will be kept.
Areas of popple and hardwood have been replanted to red and
white pine, but an additional 10 acres awaits a decision. The
wildlife population has thrived on all 3 of our parcels without
specific planning for any species. Rabbits, fox, fisher, hawks, wolf,
bobcat, eagles abound, and bear are always “underfoot.” The deer population seems to have decreased.
You have recently created and implemented a permanent protection against development on your land in the form of a
conservation easement. What was your reason for doing this?
In my 81 years I have seen Wisconsin bloom again. I remember the barren burned over forest lands of my early youth. I
remember the CCC efforts and the many conservation advances. Ours is a priceless heritage, one that must be savored
and handed on in perpetuity. I have found an answer in the conservation easement, and I have urged other northerners
to pursue this avenue. In May of 2006 I saw 7 bear in one afternoon. In June I saw 5 wolf pups, and 2 days later 4 fox
pups. Such events must be seen too, by my heirs a hundred years from now.
Would you offer any advice to other PIF members on land ownership, management, or conservation easements?
The ownership and stewardship of the invaluable resources that we have in our forests is paramount for the future of
our state. Organizations such as PIF are the means of finding information on how to best do the job. The counsel and
the help are invaluable, but one must get to be involved. Before subdividing, seriously consider what a conservation
easement will mean for the future.

The board would like to thank Rita Hogenmiller for all her help with and providing the great door prizes
for the PIF annual dinner in October. Thanks also to Barb Loar and June Wedell for organizing the dinner.
Long time board member Bob Simeone gave up his seat in style with an informative presentation
documenting how sustainable forestry has created a livelihood for indigenous workers in Bolivia.
Long-time PIF member Gil Henderson also died this fall. Gil grew up in the Northwoods and spent
his adult life vacationing and enjoying his beautiful property near Land O’ Lakes. A few years ago, Gil and
his wife started the process of perpetual protection of their land, ultimately transferring ownership to the
State Board of Commissioners of Public Lands. This move protected over 10,000 feet of undeveloped
shoreline on four different lakes and almost 500 acres of upland hardwoods. All of Gil’s lands are open to
the public for recreational access. Because of Gil’s foresight and commitment to conservation this
wonderful piece of property will remain pristine and wild and dedicated to sustainable forestry. We thank
Gil and his family for being good stewards of their lands.
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Partners in Forestry COOP
6063 Baker Lake Road
Conover, WI 54519

A Landowner Cooperative Serving the Northwoods & Beyond
PIF Membership application
Partners in Forestry
6063 Baker Lake Road
Conover, WI 54519
Fax: 715-479-8528
E-mail: logcabin@nnex.net
____ $25 Voting member (owns or manages
10 acres or more)
____ $25 Supporting member (owner of less
than 10 acres or supporting organization)
Name
Mailing address

Daytime Phone #

PIF Board of Directors
President: Joe Hovel
Vice-President: Alvin Hogenmiller
Secretary: Jeff Niese
Treasurer: Rod Sharka
Membership Director: John Schwarzmann
Ron Parkinson
Charlie Mitchell
June Wedell
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