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What's Under This Issue’s Canopy
Joe’s Notes

!    Just when I had about given up on the local lumber use bill, and on the usefulness of the 
state assembly, SB 28 was passed on the final hours of the 2007-2008 session. Partners in 
Forestry instigated this bill five years ago with Senator Breskes office, I made five trips to 
Madison, participated in conference calls, made hundreds of emails and phone calls to enlist  
support and proudly PIF has a major legislative achievement. Senator Breske is to be 
applauded for his critical political skills, enlisting a bipartisan sponsorship of rural 
legislators and seeing this common sense measure passed. I hope the Governor will sign the 
bill in the north, as I would like to attend. See press story in this issue. We hope to be 
offering a service to members of selecting structural lumber, as required by this bill.

!       In the last issue we asked for your input, and I am happy to report that we received 
valuable input from many of you. Most was very complimentary, some was mixed with 
some dissension and some offered suggestions. This is your Cooperative, the board 
volunteers to act on your behalf so your input is not only appreciated it is necessary.

!     This is your newsletter. This is your forum, if you agree with the board position on issues 
tell us and if you do not agree we need you to tell us why. Sound off as Dr. Tom Navriatil 
does in this issue. Tom is complimentary of much of our work, but he takes issue with our 
position on ATV s and he tells us why.

!      We have some very interesting and valuable workshops scheduled for this year. The 
education committee has been hard at work under the direction of Rod Sharka. These 
committee leaders take on a lot of responsibility when planning these events and they 
deserve our help and support. See the workshop information and schedule in this issue.

!     Two and a quarter years ago we first mentioned the Upper Peninsula land issue around 
several flowages. Recently the developer, Naterra land, has filed suit in federal court against 
the power company, UPPCO (Wis. Public Service Corp.). We were first alarmed as the two 
companies seemed to be collaborating in order to circumvent the Federal Energy Regulatory  
commission management of the public shorelines. The complaint filed in federal court 
confirms our early suspicions.

!     Here in the north we are hoping for ample rain this spring, as the areas to the south have 
continued to receive above normal moisture. Southern Wis. has received two times the snow 
this winter than the north has.  

!  Thanks again to all that have responded to us as we continue to evaluate our mission. With 
the passage of SB 28, our purpose as a COOP with out lobby restrictions has become very 
clear. Thanks especially to the newsletter contributors; this issue shares some very valuable 
input.
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  Maple Syrup 
by Joe LeBouton

! Any maple tree can tell you that its blood boils in the spring.  It isn’t the spring weather 
precisely, and truth be told it isn’t actually blood.  Industrious animals with sweet tooth's 
extract the sap and implement various methods for drying it down and concentrating the 
sugar within.  Red squirrels will nibble away a pocket of bark in a strategic place on the 
sunny side of a tree.  There the sap collects in a puddle and slowly dries, concentrating the 
sugar that’s found in the sap.  The squirrels sip at the resulting syrup for extra energy to get 
them through their springtime activities.  

! Humans have collected the liquid running  through sugar maple xylem tissue for thousands 
of springs.  The concept is simple: find a maple tree, wound it, and collect the sap that runs 
out of the wound.  Boil down the sap and you get syrup.  Boil it down further and you get 
maple butter, or hard candy, or sugar, or any number of derivatives.  

! Native Americans traditionally used wooden spigots dripping into birch bark vessels to 
collect and hold the sap, and hot rocks to boil off the water and concentrate the sugar.  
European settlers added metal implements of all kinds to the process, including metal 
spigots, or taps, to route the sap from a hole in the tree to a pail; galvanized pails for 
collecting the sap; iron pots for boiling.  Later additions included galvanized sheet metal 
pans placed over carefully leveled gravity-fed evaporators fired by wood, fuel oil, or natural 
gas.  Still later came plastic collection bags, vacuum tubing and vacuum pumps for 
collecting sap, stainless steel evaporator pans, and reverse osmosis.  

! In areas with a thriving maple sugar industry and many small landowners such as the 
northeastern United States, large sugar bushes may purchase sap from many smaller 
landowners.  Sap producers from individual woodlots may collect sap and store it in a tank, 
or contract someone to tap their trees and collect their sap.  Then a sap truck comes around 
to collect the sap from each landowner and transport it to a central sap house that may run 
24hrs/day during the spring.

! A rule of thumb is that each tap produces enough sap every spring to make approximately a 
quart of maple syrup. My daughter, my wife, and I put one tap in each of our two city-bred 
red maples in our yard in Land O Lakes last spring, and we produced three pints of syrup 
and about 10oz of maple sugar from those two taps.

! Worldwide, maple syrup production is limited to the northeast United States and Canada.  In 
2006, total USA maple syrup production was 1.45 million gallons from 7.26 million taps, 
for total sales of $45 million US dollars. Canadian production for 2006 was 6.75 million 
gallons from 38 million taps, for total sales of $160 million US dollars.  The price per gallon 
of syrup in 2006 averaged $31.30 US in the United States (ranging from $24.30 to $58.20/
gallon), and $23.73 in Canada (ranging from $22.64 to $38.47 US dollars). 

! Wisconsin production for 2006 was $3.1 million, representing 100,000 gallons of syrup 
from 400,000 taps.  Economic statistics are from: http://www.nass.usda.gov/nh/0607mpl.pdf

http://www.nass.usda.gov/nh/0607mpl.pdf
http://www.nass.usda.gov/nh/0607mpl.pdf
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Related Material
     Part 2     Joe LeBouton
        A great article with lots of information on the how's of 

making your own maple syrup was written by Randall 
B. Heiligmann, Extension Specialist in Forestry at 
Ohio State University.  His article, Hobby Maple 
Syrup Production #F-36-02, will tell you almost 
everything you need to know to collect sap and make 
your own maple syrup.  It can be found on the web at:  
http://ohioline.osu.edu/for-fact/pdf/0036.pdf 

 Right photo by Joe LeBouton; Sturgeon river photo’s by 
Mark Hovel; tree photo’s by Cathy Hovel; 

         Bluebird by Brian Hansen

http://ohioline.osu.edu/for-fact/pdf/0036.pdf
http://ohioline.osu.edu/for-fact/pdf/0036.pdf
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Counter Point
ATV’s  by Dr. Tom Navratil 

! I have owned property in the Northwood's since 1978.  I have a home on Stormy Lake and 
120 acres of woodlands.  I have seen many changes over the years. Some are good, some not  
so good.  I have been a member of PIF since its inception. I write this to offer a different, and 
perhaps unpopular, perspective on the issue of ATV use in Vilas County.

! The major objections to ATV use seem to center upon issues of pollution, noise, and 
“scarring” of the landscape.  I heard most of these same arguments about snowmobiles 30 
years ago, and now they are the savior of the Northwood's economy. Far more noise and air 
pollution emanates from a two-cycle, oil burning, snowmobile, than from my four-cycle 
ATV. 

!  I have listened to my “environmentalist” neighbors on Stormy Lake deride the ATV’s while 
they cruise around in their noisy Ski Nautiques and Jet Skis polluting the air and water.  They 
then return to their nicely landscaped and fertilized (into the lake), treeless, and rip-rap lined, 
shoreline-altered homes.  My home does not have a blade of grass, nor have I cut a single 
tree between the home and the lake; yet I am chastised for owning an ATV.

! The proposed ATV trail has generated much controversy.  One of the major perceived 
conflicts is ATV trails intersecting hiking and bicycle trails.  I fail to see why this is any more 
hazardous for bikers and hikers than an intersection with a road or highway.  They cross 
them all the time.  Many trees were cut and streams bridged for bicycle trails without the 
righteous indignation of the environmentalists.  Why are they objecting now?  If they object 
to the sounds of ATV’s in the woods, miles from most people, they need to park their 
Mastercrafts and Wave Runners.  If they object to altering the scenic beauty of the woods, 
they need to let their trees grow and get rid of the grass.

! We have all seen photos of purported damage to landscapes from ATV use.  There are 
renegade snowmobilers who leave trails and damage sensitive environments.  Nobody says 
we should outlaw snowmobiling.  There are continuous violations of ski-boat use after dusk, 
but nobody says we should outlaw water skiing.  I have been nearly struck by boats and jet 
skis (while showing my scuba diving flag) when surfacing, but nobody says we should 
outlaw those activities.  I have rode on many ATV trails in the UP and there is little – if any – 
evidence of people damaging lands adjacent to trails.  If we, especially those of us in PIF, 
object to disruption of the landscape by ATV’s; we should definitely outlaw logging.  One of 
the PIF Board members recently selectively logged some of my acreage.  He did an 
outstanding job, but in the course of his activities, left vast gouges in my pristine woodlands.  
He did more to irreversibly disrupt my environment with his equipment in one year than I 
and my friends will do in our lifetimes with ATV’s.

! I believe that in a multiple hundred thousand acre forest there is room for many and all 
activities.  We all own the forest equally as citizens.  I have the same right to make noise in 
the woods as you do with your ski boats and your jet skis on my lake.  I have the same right 
to be in the woods with my ATV as you do with your camera.  I have the same right to scar 
up a trail set aside for this activity as you do with your logging trucks.  There is plenty of 
room in the woods for all of us.  Tolerance and mutual respect are key.
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Local Lumber Use Bill
            Senate Bill 28, known as the “Local Lumber Use 

Law” was passed by the Wisconsin Legislature on 
March 13 2008, the last day of the 2007-08 legislative 
session, after being introduced on February 7, 2007.  
Passage of this bill represents over five years of hard 
work by Senator Roger Breske and Joe Hovel, chair 
of Partners in Forestry Landowner Cooperative, while 
advised by Terry Mace of the Department of Natural 
Resources and Robert Govett of the University of 
Wisconsin-Stevens Point.  The Local Lumber Use 
Law allows local, small-scale saw millers to utilize 
their own forest resources in home construction after 
undergoing education and testing that allow them to 
certify their lumber.

            SB 28 allows local building inspectors, guided by 
their experience, to acknowledge the integrity of 
Wisconsin’s forest resources.   It also allows 
landowners to utilize sustainable harvested materials 
at the local level, enhancing local communities and 
conserving valuable fuel.  As implemented, the 
Uniform Dwelling Code penalized small-scale mill 
owners or builders by requiring that all lumber 
utilized in construction be graded and certified 
through a process that only large operations could 
afford.  SB 28 allows experienced, trained millers and 
builders to grade and utilize their own local resources.  

!             According to Senator Breske, “[SB 28] is a 
simple, common sense proposal that should have been 
law a long time ago.” Attesting to that was the 
bipartisan support the bill garnered.  Partners in 
Forestry represented a number of their members in 
supporting and developing this bill, and Joe Hovel 
stated that, “This bill strengthens local economies, 
encourages forest management, allows loggers and 
landowners to enjoy higher prices in the free market, 
conserves fuel, and encourages some of our very best 
self thinking craftsmen to produce their very best 
while adding to Wisconsin’s infrastructure.”  

        As of this writing the Governor is scheduled to 
sign  SB28 on April7th, in Madison.

For more information on Partners in Forestry Landowner Cooperative, or their 
involvement with SB 28 contact Joe Hovel at 715-479-8528 or 
logcabin@nnex.net
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Forest Health Workshops
Thanks to Rod Sharka & Jeff Niese for their work here.

! Partners In Forestry Coop (PIF) will be hosting a two 
educational workshops focusing on “Sustaining Healthy 
Forests” and will be open to all individuals interested in 
learning about issues affecting the health of our forests. 
Topics to be covered will include tree diseases insect 
pests, the impact of deer browse on forest regeneration, 
climate change concerns, and invasive animal and 
terrestrial plant species. These all day workshops will 
have both indoor and outdoor components, and will be 
held at Trees For Tomorrow in Eagle River. Afternoon 
field trips will visit public and private properties in and 
around the area. 

! The first of  the workshops will be held on Saturday, May 
10th.  Registration deadline May 1st  we need to notify 
Trees For Tomorrow regarding the number to expect for 
lunch. May 10th  will focus on factors affecting tree health 
and forest regeneration. Workshop leaders will discuss 
insects and diseases, climate change issues, and deer 
browse concerns. Instruction on tree species identification 
will also be offered. Participants are encouraged to bring 
in fresh samples of diseased trees, bracket fungi, and 
insects for identification. 

! The second workshop will be held on Saturday, June 
14th. Our speakers will then emphasize issues 
affecting general forest ecology such as climate change 
concerns, invasive earthworms, the identification, 
impact, and control of invasive plant species. 
Information about alternative landscaping with native 
plant species will also be covered.

! There will be  time for participants to discuss concerns 
and questions with the experts—both in the classroom 
and in the field. Partners In Forestry  urges workshop 
participants to share their own experiences and 
perspectives on these issues, so we can  learn from each 
other.  Pre-registration is required for each workshop. A 
nominal fee of $10.00 for PIF members and $15.00 for 
non-members will be charged to cover the cost of lunch 
and refreshments. All other expenses will be paid for by 
PIF and their sponsors. 

!                                                        Photos by Mark Hovel

Additional information may be obtained by calling Rod Sharka (715-547-6493) or 
Joe Hovel (715-479-8528).
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Forest Technology
Tree Planting by John Schwartzman

mailto:John.Schwarzmann@Wisconsin.gov 

! Tree Planting Instructions
! Bare-root Plants – Seedlings can be planted in early spring or in the fall after buds are 

hardened and the plants are dormant. Make sure that the frost is gone before planting in the 
spring. Planting trees in ground with frost can lead to frost heaving or the creation of air 
pockets around the roots when chunks of ice melt. 

! Bare-root plants come directly from the field. They have been dug up and shipped directly 
to you, without any dirt covering the root system. Because of this, Bare-root plants have 
special needs when you get them. 

! These plants need to be planted As Soon As Possible once you receive them. The roots need 
to be protected by dirt to keep from drying out. If weather or circumstances prevent you 
from planting immediately, you must keep the plant in a cool area (temperatures ranging 
from 34' to 45' are ideal) where the roots can be kept moist. Another option you have is 
called "heal-in" This basically means throwing dirt over the roots to protect them and help 
them retain moisture. The plant can be leaned over at an angle, the most important thing is 
that the roots are completely covered, just don't cover the stem. 

Following the directions below will help get your seedlings in the ground ready to grow!

! 1.Unpack your new trees and immediately spray with water. Keep the seedlings moist but 
do not soak them in water for more than a few minutes. Roots will die if they are kept 
submerged in water

! 2.Dig a hole slightly deeper than the depth of your root system using a grub hoe, shovel, flat 
spade, or planting bar.  This will ensure that your tree's root system will have enough room 
to grow.

!  3.Clip off any damaged or broken roots or roots that are longer than your planting hole. If 
roots are longer than the hole, they will j-root with the ends of the roots facing the surface. 
These roots will tend to grow towards the surface, dry out and die. J-rooting a seedling 
usually results in death of the tree

! 4.Plant your tree in the hole so that the root collar is level with the surrounding soil level. 
! 5.Firmly press the soil around the seedling so that air pockets are eliminated. Any roots left 

in air pockets will dry and die. Do not stomp the soil. This will compact the soil so that air 
and water can’t reach the roots.

! 6.If possible, Water the area around the seedling until flooded. 
! 7.If possible, Cover the area with an organic mulch . 

http://www.plantingdirections.com/
http://www.plantingdirections.com/
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Tree Planting (then hope for rain!)  part 2

! Areas that have recently produced agricultural products will need little preparation unless 
grass or broad leaf vegetation has taken over. Investigate pesticide use on agricultural fields 
before planting. Trees will not tolerate some herbicides which persist in the soil for several 
years after application. 

! Clear-cut areas should be planted as soon as possible after harvest. It may be necessary to 
use rent a scarifier from the DNR called a Brakke scarifier that creates large divots in the 
ground so that the seedlings can easily be planted in loose soil instead of slash or roots of 
other plants. Contact your local DNR forester for assistance.

! Fertilization has a minimal effect on seedling growth for the first few years. During that 
time, root systems develop and spread out seeking additional water and nutrients. Soil 
samples can be taken to an Extension agent for analysis. Fertilizer application will be 
recommended based on your soil's requirements. 

! Important Considerations
! Is the species appropriate for your area? Reliable nurseries will not sell plant material that is 

not suitable for your area. However, some mass marketers have trees and shrubs that are not 
winter hardy in the area sold. Even if a tree is hardy, it may not flower consistently from 
year to year at the limits of its useful range due to late spring freezes. If you are buying a 
tree for the spring flowers and fall fruits, this may be a consideration. In warmer climates, 
there may not be a long enough period of cool temperatures for some species, such as 
apples, to develop flowers. Apples and other species undergo vernalization -- a period of 
near-freezing temperatures that cause changes in the plant, resulting in the production of 
flowers. 

! Be aware of microclimates. Microclimates are very localized areas where weather 
conditions may vary from the norm. A very sheltered yard may support vegetation not 
normally adapted to the region. On the other hand, a north-facing slope may be 
significantly cooler or windier than surrounding areas and survival of normally 
adapted plants may be limited. 

! Select trees native to your area. They will be more tolerant of local weather and soil 
conditions, enhance natural biodiversity in your neighborhood, and be more 
beneficial to wildlife than many non-native trees. Avoid exotic trees that can invade 
other areas, crowd out native plants, and harm natural ecosystems.

! How big will it get? When planting a small tree, it is often difficult to imagine that in 20 
years it could be shading your entire yard if it is planted near your house. Unfortunately, 
many trees are planted and later removed when the tree grows beyond the dimensions of the 
property.

! What is the average life expectancy of the tree? Some trees can live for hundreds of years. 
Others are considered "short-lived" and may live for only 20 or 30 years. Many short-lived 
trees tend to be smaller ornamental species. Short-lived species should not necessarily be 
ruled out when considering plantings. They may have other desirable characteristics, such as 
size, shape, tolerance of shade, or fruit, that would be useful in the landscape. These species 
may also fill a void in a young landscape, and can be removed as other larger, longer-lived 
species mature.

! Distance between trees – If you are planting trees in rows on a large commercial scale, it is 
best to plant the trees at least 8 to 9 feet apart so that they have room to grow and in the 
future logging machinery can work down the rows in thinning harvests.
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Report from Central Wisconsin 
by Joe and Wendy Koehler    Westfield, WI 

 photo by Steve Hovel

! I would like to take this opportunity to personally thank Joe Hovel and those individuals 
from the DNR and PIF who have worked with my Wife and me teaching us to become 
better caretakers of our land. 

! In 1990 we bought our first parcel of land consisting of eleven acres  just west of Coloma. 
At the time our only goal was to have a place to park a camper for our weekend getaways. 
Because the land was already in an MFL plan we thought we needed to find out more about 
what the DNR expected of us and what our limitations were on cutting trees so we did a 
walk through with DNR forester Jim Kronschnabel who gave us quite an education besides 
having us laughing to tears with his sense of humor. Ever since that first walk in the woods 
with Jim I have never looked at trees the same. He taught us to see beyond a stand of dying 
oak trees or a clear cut and visualize its potential to be a beautiful oak savannah again some 
day. Our woods are a lot like our dogs in that they are just looking for a little attention and 
they become very happy when you give it to them.

!  We have learned that most loggers who show up unsolicited at your front door cannot be 
trusted. We have learned that you need to ask a lot of questions and check references before 
hiring a logger or consultant. I’m sure some of the loggers we interviewed thought the job 
was for babysitting when I was done grilling them.

! Since our initial purchase  we have added eighty acres in 1993, ten acres in 2004 and most 
recently added another twenty acres in 2007. We now live here full time and look forward to 
retirement in the near future to allow for spending more time working with our trees and to 
avail myself to helping others who need help understanding their woods.

! TREE FACTS:  William Harlow in his book TREES OF THE EASTERN AND CENTRAL 
UNITED STATES AND CANADA, lists under the beech family The American Beech, The 
American Chestnut and 19 species  of  OAKS. The Oaks are keyed according to leaf 
structure and in  the case of 5 species their acorns.

! TREE FACTS: Most trees have the majority of their roots in the top 18 inches of the 
soil. The editors County Forester feels that people who water with a pipe in the ground often 
water below the roots. Homeowners who landscape and pile dirt around the tree, will cut off 
its air supply and kill the tree.
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Reflections on visits to the UP with Grandpa Lauri
             From Clayton Adams     [mailto:Csadamsrep@aol.com] 

! Fishing the rivers of the Sturgeon River Valley in Baraga and Houghton County Michigan as a young 
boy, was an exciting and rewarding experience under the mentorship of my Finnish grandfather and 
expert fisherman, Lauri Kempainen. 

! I learned a lot about the conditions and past history of many of the rivers and lakes in regards to the 
fisheries they were at that time, and also of the way they were in previous times, going back to when 
Grandpa Lauri was a boy up until his middle age years.  He told me that when he was younger the 
rivers had a lot more gravel beds, the water was colder, and the fish more plentiful, and of larger 
average size.  I asked him why the rivers were not that way any more , and he explained that logging 
over the years had caused the trees along the river banks to disappear, taking away the shade.  This had 
allowed erosion to bring large amounts of sand and silt that settled in the river beds, and covered the 
gravel. So, the lack of shade and the resulting shallow water caused the water to warm up to the point 
that large trout could not thrive in the summers, nor could numerous fish effectively spawn without the 
large and high quality gravel beds  being available to lay their eggs.

! Grandpa Lauri’s most favorite trout fishing river was the Sturgeon River, up in the Sturgeon Gorge in 
the Ottawa National Forest. It had the wide open rocky boulder-lined banks that were great for fly-
casting with his bamboo rod, and it is said that the Forest Service named his favorite corner of the river 
after him on one of their Forest Service maps.

! I can remember my grandpa’s growing excitement for the woods and the river, as we passed the 
Prickett Dam road, and entered into the Ottawa National Forest. It seemed as though we were entering 
in to another place and time by driving into that wilderness area, with its mix of pine trees, hardwoods, 
aspens, and ferns that we would see along the sand and gravel roads, as we drove at our leisurely pace 
to tease a few brook or a rainbow trout to show themselves in the root beer stained water of the 
Sturgeon River.

! Recently, there has been prospecting permits for drilling uranium about 15 miles away form the 
Sturgeon River Gorge.  Also there has been recent notification for mining company permits made to 
prospect in the Ottawa National Forest by the Prickett Lake, and on top of the adjacent Baraga Plains 
area.  Geology in the area would seem to indicate either uranium, or sulfide ores containing nickel and 
other heavy metals.  Despite concern for the risks that these types of mining activities could bring to 
the whole Sturgeon River watershed, and the Gorge Wilderness area, the Forest Service seems to be 
giving this proposed activity a green light.  

! My cousins Finnish grandfather, Matti Oja, and my Finnish grandmother, Lempi Parkilla, were first 
cousins.  So, I recently found out that I have some blood ties to the original logging that took place in 
the Sturgeon Gorge through Matti. It was mostly hardwood logging that they did, as the white pine 
were not as plentiful there at that time. Matti was a logging contractor for the Ford Motor Company, 
who had great demands for hardwoods in his automobile manufacturing at that time. Either because the 
big pines were already taken, or the hardwoods were the main species there.  Some research I did in the 
past few weeks about logging in the Gorge, leads me to believe that hardwoods dominated the species 
for the majority of the Silver Mountain area and Prickett area. 

!  I don't think loggers practiced the current day sustainable forestry that is the standard now.  They 
were not concerned about leaving a buffer of trees next to the rivers, and they used the rivers to float 
logs to take out points accessible to the trucks, or they were floated all the way to the saw mills. 
Makeshift dams were built to assist the volume of river water needed to carry the logs well, if the 
spring thaw was not enough to do the job. 

! I think Grandpa Lauri gave me a perspective on these things that is unique, in that I can look back now 
to try to see the rivers, lakes, trees, and the land the way he saw them in his lifetime.  This perspective 
is something that is becoming a small treasure to me now. Despite some sadness about the way things 
used to be, I am grateful for what we have today in what remaining resources we have and feel 
motivated to preserve and enhance what is there now.
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 Claytons Adam’s personal feelings are perfect  as we approach ... .
 EARTH  DAY April  22nd / ARBOR DAY April 25th

WE MUST BALANCE OUR NEED FOR  ENERGY AND YET PROTECT THE PLANET!  
 Below Left: Little Star Lake in Vilas County WI. Below Right: Under DNR supervision 800 feet of 42”  

 oil pipe crossing Allen Creek in Jefferson County Wi.... Photos  by Cathy Hovel 

! Sturgeon River ( Below) The Wild and Scenic Sturgeon River defines the forest 
lands of Baraga County Michigan, but threats of mining and development are 
concerns to Clayton  and many folks who love the areas beauty. History of Baraga 
County can be viewed at www.highway41north.com thanks to Clyde Elmblad and 
threats and concerns can be followed at  www.northwoodalliance.org.  

! Photos by Mark Hovel

http://www.highway41north.com/
http://www.highway41north.com/
http://www.northwoodalliance.org/
http://www.northwoodalliance.org/
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Yooper 
from Clayton Adams

! A YOOPER DECIDES TO TRAVEL ACROSS CANADA TO SEE THE PACIFIC OCEAN WHEN 
HE GETS TO NANAIMO , HE LIKES THE PLACE SO MUCH THAT HE DECIDES TO STAY. 
BUT FIRST HE MUST FIND A JOB!!!! HE WALKS INTO THE MACMILLIAN-BLOEDEL 
OFFICE AND FILLS OUT AN APPLICATION AS AN EXPERIENCED LOGGER.  IT'S HIS 
LUCKY DAY!!!  THEY JUST HAPPEN TO BE LOOKING FOR SOMEONE.

BUT FIRST, THE BUSH FOREMAN TAKES HIM FOR A RIDE INTO THE BUSH IN THE 
COMPANY PICKUP TRUCK TO SEE HOW MUCH HE KNOWS.THE FOREMAN STOPS THE 
TRUCK ON THE SIDE OF THE ROAD AND POINTS AT A TREE. "SEE THAT TREE OVER 
THERE?  I WANT YOU TO TELL ME WHAT SPECIES IT IS AND HOW MANY BOARD FEET 
OF LUMBER IT CONTAINS.

!  THE YOOPER PROMPTLY ANSWERS, "DATS DERE'S A SITKA SPRUCE, EH?  AND SHE GOT 
383 BOARD FEET OF LUMBER IN 'ER."

THE FOREMAN IS IMPRESSED!!! HE PUTS THE TRUCK IN MOTION AND STOPS ABOUT A 
MILE DOWN THE ROAD.  HE POINTS AT ANOTHER TREE THROUGH THE PASSENGER 
WINDOW AND ASKS THE SAME QUESTION. THIS TIME, IT'S A BIGGER TREE OF A 
DIFFERENT CLASS.

"VOY KAUHEA!!  DAT'S YER DOUGLAS FIR AND SHE GOT 690 BOARD FEET." SAYS THE 
YOOPER. NOW THE FOREMAN IS REALLY IMPRESSED. THE YOOPER HAS ANSWERED 
QUICKLY AND GOT THE ANSWERS RIGHT WITHOUT USING A CALCULATOR!!!! 

! ONE MORE TEST. THEY DRIVE A LITTLE FURTHER DOWN THE ROAD, AND THE 
FOREMAN STOPS AGAIN. THIS TIME, HE POINTS ACROSS THE ROAD THROUGH HIS 
DRIVER SIDE WINDOW AND SAYS, "AND WHAT ABOUT THAT ONE?"

BEFORE THE FOREMAN FINISHES POINTING, THE YOOPER SAYS,  "A YELLER CEDAR, 
242 BOARD FEET AT MOS'.

THE FOREMAN SPINS THE TRUCK AROUND AND HEADS BACK TO THE OFFICE A LITTLE  
T’d OFF BECAUSE HE THINKS THE YOOPER IS SMARTER THAN HE.
AS THEY NEAR THE OFFICE, THE FOREMAN STOPS THE TRUCK AND ASKS THE YOOPER 
TO STEP OUTSIDE.  HE HANDS HIM A PIECE OF CHALK AND TELLS HIM, "SEE THAT  
TREE OVER THERE? I WANT YOU TO MARK AN X ON THE FRONT OF THAT TREE!!

THE FOREMAN THINKS TO HIMSELF, "IDIOT, HOW WOULD HE KNOW WHICH IS THE 
FRONT OF THE TREE?

WHEN THE YOOPER REACHES THE TREE, HE GOES AROUND IT WHILE LOOKING AT THE 
GROUND.  HE THEN REACHES UP AND PLACES A WHITE X ON THE TRUNK. HE WALKS 
BACK TO THE FOREMAN AND HANDS HIM THE CHALK. "DAT'S DA FRONT A' DAT TREE 
FER SURE."

THE FOREMAN LAUGHS TO HIMSELF AND ASKS SARCASTICALLY, "HOW IN THE HECK 
DO  YOU KNOW THAT'S THE FRONT OF THE TREE?"
THE YOOPER LOOKS DOWN AT HIS FEET, WHILE RUBBING THE TOE OF HIS LEFT BOOT 
CLEANING IT IN THE GRAVEL AND REPLIES, "CUZ SOMEBODY TOOK A POOP BEHIND IT, 
EH?" HE GOT THE JOB AND IS NOW THE FOREMAN!!! 



Partners news

BRAW Bluebird Restoration Association of Wisconsin  www.braw.org 
Photo from  Brian Hansen. www.pbase.com/bhansen/bong_bluebirds

! Nest Boxes
! BRAW recommends using nest boxes that 

have proven to be highly attractive to 
bluebirds. These boxes are shallow (4-5” 
from bottom of hole to nesting platform), 
narrow (4” x 4” nesting platforms), have oval 
openings (1 3/8” x 2 !”) and are unvented 
(vents can be opened after June 1 in areas 
where black flies are not prevalent). Any box 
that meets these specifications is 
recommended by BRAW.

! The three most productive boxes recorded by 
BRAW in order of best to least are:

! NABS Style Box 
! K Bluebird Nest Box 
! Peterson Box (Unvented) 
! Go to the Web sites and print out your 

plans    
! For Wood Duck house Plans go to 

www.ducks.org  
! If you do not have the internet send a SASE  to Fuzz 

Wubby Tree Farm  W6054 Creamery Rd,  Fort 
Atkinson,WI 53538 to receive plans by mail.

!                     PIF   TIP 
        Your conifers will provide thermal cover for 

birds & wildlife on  cold , windy days . Have 
trees that produce food such as the nut trees, 
berry and fruit producers  in the area. Some 
Conifers  may provide both.

 “ABANDONING A SEEDLING TO WEEDS IS 
LIKE LEAVING A BABY IN A STAMPEDE”

Mary Ann  Kroehn Buenzow DNR Forester
Janesville Service Center,WI. 

                 Clip and Mail This
       Forest Health Work Shop Sign Up

Name_____________________________________
Street Address_____________________________
City/State/Zip______________________________
Phone(day)______________(evening)__________
E-mail____________________________________
Workshop fees are for lunch and refreshment.
May 10th Workshop____# people X $10fee=$_____
June 14th Workshop____# people X $10fee=$_____
                       Non Member extra $5.00 fee=$_____ 
Work Shop  Fees  Included   =    $__________

         Make Checks Payable to Partners In Forestry 
Cooperative. Mail completed Form and Check 
to  PIF  6063 Baker Lake Road Conover Wi. 
54519

http://www.braw.org/
http://www.braw.org/
http://www.braw.org/trail/BP1+-+NABS+Style+Box.swf
http://www.braw.org/trail/BP1+-+NABS+Style+Box.swf
http://www.braw.org/trail/BP1+-+K+Bluebird+Nest+Box.swf
http://www.braw.org/trail/BP1+-+K+Bluebird+Nest+Box.swf
http://www.braw.org/trail/BP1+-+Peterson+Box+(Unvented).swf
http://www.braw.org/trail/BP1+-+Peterson+Box+(Unvented).swf


Partners news

What seedlings are sprouting in issue 3’s under story?
Look for articles on Conservation Easements hopefully from  June Weddell, 

Roland Ruecker, & Walt Theide with an overview from Joe Hovel.

! Special price for PIF members
! Tree and garden supplements :Tree-Tone ,Deer Ration Cubes; Dog Food; Indoor and Outdoor Wood 

Stains... contact Joe Hovel @ 1-715- 479-8528.    

Members who would like a  CD of this 
news letter with all photos, text and 

background  in full vivid color, write Fuzz 
Wubby Logs,W6054 Creamery 

Rd.Ft.Atkinson,WI. 53538
Enclose $2.00 for shipping and materials

 PIF Board of Directors
President: Joe Hovel

Vice-president: John Schwartzman
Secretary: Barb Loar

Treasurer: Ron Parkinson
Alvin Hogenmiller

Rod Sharka
Robert Simeone

June Wedell

PIF MEMBERSHIP
Partners In Forestry
6063 Baker Lake Road

Conover, WI 54519
Fax: 715/479-8528

E-mail: logcabin@nnex.net
_____$25 Voting member (owns or  manages 10 acres 

or more)
_____ $25 Supporting member (owner  of less than 10 

acres or organization)
    Name____________________________________
Mailing Address______________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
Check #____________Date____________________
Day Phone_________________________________

mailto:logcabin@nnex.net
mailto:logcabin@nnex.net

